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The Trial of Black Bart’s Men, as it came to be known, took place in
(1)

1722, in the dauntingly magnificent-looking, pure white cliff-top building

that still stands well to the west of the capital of Ghana: the famous Cape

Coast Castle. It was adventurous Swedes who first built a wooden
(27—

structure here, near a coastal village named Oguaa, as a centre for gold,

ivory, and lumber trading: it next passed into the hands of another
(3

unlikely Scandinavian colonizing power, the Danes; and then in 1664, it
(4]~

was captured by the British, who had an enduring colonial interest in West

Africa and held on to the Gold Coast — as Ghana was then called — for

the next three hundred years. At the beginning — and at the time of the

piracy trial — the Castle became the regional headquarters of the Royal
African Company of England, the private British company that was given
“for a thousand years” a British government monopoly to trade in slaves
over the entire 2,500-mile Atlantic coastline from the Sahara to Cape
Town.

Though the monopoly ended in 1750, slavery endured another sixty
years and British colonial rule for another two hundred. The British
turned the Castle into the imposing structure that remains today — and it
has become sulfficiently well known and well restored that it attracts large

numbers of visitors, including many African-Americans who naturally have
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irticular interest in its story. The American President, Barack Obama,
Ited with his family in 2009, to see and experience what remains one of
1 world’s most poignant physical illustrations of the evils of slavery.

The dire reputation of the place is reinforced by its [__(5) | though
upe Coast Castle is the smallest of the three surviving slaving forts on the

Bight of Benin, it was designed to be by far the most austere and

~forbidding. It also has the infamous “door of no return” through which

(6)
I tens of thousands of hapless African men, women and children were led

in chains and shackles onto the ships that then crossed the Atlantic’s
infamous Middle Passage, eventually bringing those who survived the
rigours of the journey to the overcrowded quarters of eastern America and

the Caribbean.
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() Itis advisable for you to go there by train.
@ It was in New York that I met Mary for the first time.
(® Itis three years since he died of cancer.
(# 1t is about ten minutes’ walk to the grocery store.
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